Alta Wagner
August 30, 1928 - August 28, 2018

Alta Delphine (Mueller) Wagner, one of three children of John H. and Tracy (Kuper)
Mueller was born August 30, 1928 at Humboldt, Nebraska. She was baptized in the
Lutheran faith in the home of her parents by Rev. R Kunzendorf on September 29, 1928
and confirmed April 18, 1943 at St. John Lutheran (Stone) Church, Auburn, Nebraska by
Rev. G. K. Wiencke. Alta attended school and graduated at Bratton Union Consolidated
High School in 1946. She then attended National Business Institute in Lincoln, Nebraska.
On May 30, 1948, Alta was united in marriage to Harold F. Wagner at St. John Lutheran
Church by Rev. G. K. Wiencke. To this union was born a daughter, Nancy K. and a son,
Ronald L.
Alta began her working career in the bookkeeping office at Lincoln Telephone Company in
Lincoln, Nebraska. When moving to Fairbury, Nebraska she worked at the Electric
Company and City office. Shorty’s Conoco work moved them to Auburn, so she was a
stay at home mom for a while. Alta’s next employment was for 27 years at Carson
National Bank as teller to Vice President in charge of bookkeeping.
After 50 years at St. Paul Lutheran Church in Auburn, Alta and Shorty transferred their
membership to St. Matthew Lutheran Church in Johnson. There she continued
membership to the E.L.C.A.
As a family, Alta loved traveling on vacations and trips to the mountains. In later years,
they enjoyed visiting family in Georgia and Colorado. Also, trips to Branson, Missouri and
Texas in the winter became favorite destinations. Her greatest joy was spending time with
family and friends.
On August 28, 2018, surrounded by family, Alta passed away having reached the age of
89 years, 11 months, and 28 days. She was preceded in death by her husband Harold;
sister Oleta; brother Alfred; and her parents.
Alta is survived by her daughter and son-in-law Nancy and Corky Hansen of Alpharetta,
Georgia; son and daughter-in-law Ron and Susan Wagner of Windsor, Colorado;
grandchildren Jennifer Owens, Eric Hansen, Ryan Wagner, Brett Wagner and wife Carolyn
Hushek; great-grandchildren Isabella and Sophia Owens; other relatives and many
friends.
A funeral service will be Tuesday, September 4, 11:00 a.m. at St. Matthew Lutheran

Church in Johnson. Burial will follow in St. Matthew Lutheran Cemetery at Johnson.
Visitation will be at Hemmingsen Funeral Home in Auburn, Monday from 11:00 a.m. to
8:00 p.m.
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Comments

“

Alta, what a beautiful lady. She and Shorty are very special to me. Greatly missed.
Pam Rohrs Slater

Pamela Allen Slater - September 03, 2018 at 12:03 PM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Alta Wagner.

September 02, 2018 at 03:54 PM

“

Alta's grandfather George Kuper was brother to my dad's grandfather, Tebbe, so Alta
and Dad (LaVern Kuper) were 2nd cousins. Alta introduced herself to me on one of
my frequent trips to Nebraska in 2014 and we became fast friends -- after all, we're
cousins! She was one of the few remaining people who personally knew my
grandfather, Rev. G.K. Wiencke, Sr., pastor of St. John Lutheran Church from 19331948, and she was confirmed by him.
When I came to Auburn for the 150th Anniversary of St. John "Old Stone" Lutheran
Church in 2016, Alta graciously invited me to stay with her. I slept in the guest room
under the "Friendship Quilt" made long ago by all the church ladies. Each woman
friend appliqued a butterfly and embroidered her signature under the butterfly. Alta's
butterfly signature says Alta Mueller, and the butterfly of my mother, Rachel Kuper, is
on that quilt, too. I recognized many names of people I had known or heard of while
growing up in Nebraska, and I've uploaded photos of the quilt and friends.
It was deeply meaningful to attend the 150th Anniversary events with Alta, and she
also took me around to see many of the surrounding areas: Coryell Park, Brownville
and the Walnut Grove Cemetery (where we looked for graves of my ancestors), Peru
State College (where my mother and other relatives attended), and St. Matthew
Lutheran Church in Johnson.
We drove all over tarnation on the graveled, back roads until we finally found London
Cemetery, where my maternal great-grandfather Homer Matthews and his wife Ruth
are buried, along with their daughter Mary Pearl, and their son Homer Matthews, Jr.,
his wife Clara, and their infant daughter. It meant so much to me as a genealogist to
see the graves of these relatives, as I had collected many photos and stories about
them in my book.

Alta and I kept in close touch throughout the years, sending cards and letters back
and forth, and she is dear to my heart. She always spoke so warmly of her children
and grandchildren, and showed me numerous photos of them in her home. Alta was
keeper of many memories, living 2 days short of 90 years. I sent her a special
handmade Birthday Card about a week before she died. Here is the poem I put in
that card:
Count your garden by the flowers,
Never by the leaves that fall.
Count your days by golden hours,
Don't remember clouds at all.
Count the nights by stars, not shadows,
Count your life by smiles, not tears,
And with joy on every birthday,
Count your age in friends, not years.
Alta had many friends, and I count myself blessed to be one of them.
With love and kindest regards to her family,
Beth Kuper
722 Cardinal Drive
Lafayette, CO 80026
bethkuper@gmail.com
303-665-0169

Beth Kuper - September 01, 2018 at 08:17 PM

“

“

My apologies for all the underlines in my tribute -- it must be a bug in the software!
Beth Kuper - September 01, 2018 at 08:18 PM

Dear old friend and mentor you will be deeply missed. I had the rare pleasure to have
worked with Alta at the Carson National Bank. Heartfelt prayers and sympathies go
out to all family and friends.

Wende Bergmeier - August 29, 2018 at 10:27 AM

“

Steve Hahn lit a candle in memory of Alta Wagner

Steve Hahn - August 29, 2018 at 02:45 AM

“

It was always a pleasure to see Alta and visit with her when I happened to run into her
(usually at St. Matthew) on trips back to Nebraska. The same goes for Harold ("Shorty"),
who was a distant relative on the Zabel side. My condolences and kind thoughts to you all.
Steve Hahn - August 29, 2018 at 02:49 AM

“

Jackie Uhri lit a candle in memory of Alta Wagner

Jackie Uhri - August 28, 2018 at 09:02 PM

“

A caring person to do business with at Carson National Bank. Deepest sympathy and
prayers for comfort to the family.
Jackie Uhri - August 28, 2018 at 09:03 PM

