Edwin "Ed" Plager
February 19, 1935 - July 27, 2020

Edwin Arnold Plager, one of three children of Eli and Lydia (Borrenpohl) Plager, was born
February 19, 1935 on the family farm in rural Nemaha County near Humboldt, Nebraska.
He was baptized and confirmed at St. James Lutheran (Long Branch) Church. Ed
attended Greenfield School just up the road from his home and Johnson High School in
Johnson, Nebraska.
Ed served for nine years in the Nebraska National Guard. He enjoyed serving, and
especially liked the socializing involved with weekend drills.
On June 23, 1962 Ed married the love of his life Evayline Marlene Laue at Maple Grove
Church. They would be blessed with three children: Glenn, Christy, and Karen. They made
their home in Elk Creek, Nebraska.
Ed got his start operating a bulldozer working for Normie Gottula. It became his passion
and he continued running a ‘dozer for over 60 years. In the early 50’s he and his brother
Curly bought a bulldozer and started Plager Brothers Construction. From 1973 to 1986 he
and Ev owned and operated Plager’s Grocery in Elk Creek.
A lifelong member of St. James Lutheran Church, Ed had served on the Church Board. He
also was on the Elk Creek Village Board and school board. He enjoyed going to his kid’s
and grandkid’s activities and took up golfing later in life. Ed kept a daily journal for years
and enjoyed taking pictures.
Ed and Ev were on the go a lot. They enjoyed just driving around the countryside,
spending time with friends at the Village Tavern, and traveling all over to attend dances.
Ed also loved to fly with local pilots and was known to make the best popcorn.
Evayline passed away on July 21, 2018, and Ed continued watching the grandkids and
visiting friends, sometimes with the help of his family. In 2020 his health took a turn for the
worse, and he spent some time in the Johnson County Hospital and Belle Terrace in
Tecumseh, Nebraska. On July 3, 2020 Ed was admitted to the Fillmore County Hospital in
Geneva, Nebraska. It was there he passed away on Monday, July 27, 2020 at the age of
85 years, 5 months, and 8 days. In addition to his wife Evayline, Ed was preceded in
death by his parents Eli and Lydia, Ev’s parents Louis and Malinda Laue, and his sister
Dorothy Plager.
Just some of the many who will always remember Ed’s infectious smile and laugh are his

son and daughter-in-law Glenn and Rebecca Plager of Elk Creek; daughters and sons-inlaw Christy and Russ Waring of Tecumseh, Karen and Matt McCoy of Lincoln;
grandchildren Kelsee (Justin) Sayer, Mason Waring, Wil McCoy, Eli Waring, Zadie Plager,
Ava McCoy, Jack Waring; great-grandchildren Quinlee, Peri, and Ramsie Sayer; brother
Virgil “Curly” Plager of Tecumseh; other relatives and many friends.
Graveside funeral service with social distancing will be 10:00 a.m., Friday, July 31, 2020,
at St. James Lutheran (Long Branch) Cemetery near Humboldt. Please feel free to bring
lawn chairs, the service will also be broadcast through church transmitter on 87.9 fm to
listen from your vehicle on church grounds. Visitation will be Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to
7:00 p.m. at Hemmingsen Funeral Home in Auburn.
Memorials suggested to family choice.
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Comments

“

Rich And Rita Parrish lit a candle in memory of Edwin "Ed" Plager

Rich and Rita Parrish - July 31, 2020 at 02:58 PM

“

Ed and Ev were the greatest. A couple that were people persons, dear friends and a
loving family. Glen, Chris, Karen and all the family I am so sorry for your loss again
with your Dad and Grandpa Ed. Only I do know there was a very sweet and happy
reunion in heaven with this event. Love and hugs to you all.
Nancy Peterson

Nancy Peterson - July 31, 2020 at 01:51 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with your family at this time. I have a lot of memories of
your dad when I ran the fertilizer plant and when he ran the bulldozer, as he was a
craftsman. He always had a smile on his face. God be with you all.

James G. Reed - July 31, 2020 at 10:57 AM

“

Our heartfelt sympathy to Ed's family. You are in our thoughts and prayers. We have
so many wonderful memories. May God grant you comfort, strength and peace.

Eldon, Lois Ann and Cheryl Bartels - July 31, 2020 at 12:02 AM

“

Sorry to hear the loss of your dad. He and your mom were great people and always
had a smile. Thinking of you all.
Eldon and Sharon Hestermann

Sharon Hestermann - July 30, 2020 at 11:44 PM

“

Jenny Panko lit a candle in memory of Edwin "Ed" Plager

Jenny Panko - July 30, 2020 at 07:52 PM

“

We are so sorry for your loss. Ed was a great friend he will be greatly missed
Galen and Mary Ann Haug

Mary Haug - July 30, 2020 at 04:14 PM

“

Sweet Tranquility Basket was purchased for the family of Edwin "Ed" Plager.

July 30, 2020 at 01:27 PM

“

Deepest sympathy to all families of Eddie, he’ll be greatly missed! Always a smile on
his face! Bruce and Karen Haughton

Karen and Bruce Haughton - July 30, 2020 at 01:13 PM

“

Ed and Eve were the best couple ever. They were really good friends with my
parents before we even moved to Elk Creek. It was always good to see them and
have a drink and talk about old times. I will really miss their smiling faces. They be
greatly missed by everyone who knew them. mike phillips

mike phillips - July 30, 2020 at 10:30 AM

“

Dan & Kim Dugan lit a candle in memory of Edwin "Ed" Plager

Dan & Kim Dugan - July 30, 2020 at 06:12 AM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with the family, Ron &Shirley Lade.

Shirley Lade - July 29, 2020 at 09:50 PM

“

Marjorie Berg lit a candle in memory of Edwin "Ed" Plager

Marjorie Berg - July 29, 2020 at 08:09 PM

“

Ed Plager was a friend who will be greatly missed. Not only did he do all my
conservation work, but also for the time we spent serving together in the National
Guard.
Norman Boone

Norman Boone - July 29, 2020 at 08:04 PM

“

Jr, Janet & Jon Doty lit a candle in memory of Edwin "Ed" Plager

Jr, Janet & Jon Doty - July 29, 2020 at 06:57 PM

“

We are so sorry to hear about Ed. He and Ev were
such a great couple. One of the friendliest around. Hugs and love to the family. John
and Linda Goracke

Linda Goracke - July 29, 2020 at 06:08 PM

“

Sending my deepest sympathies and prayers for all!

Audra Parrish - July 29, 2020 at 02:21 PM

“

Cindy Habeck lit a candle in memory of Edwin "Ed" Plager

Cindy Habeck - July 29, 2020 at 01:31 PM

“

Ed and Evy, Fun and loving friends of my parents, Lloyd and Blanche Habeck for the year
in a half we lived at Bill Peter’s farm house. Always laughing and having a good time. I
visited Elk Creek, in 2013. So sorry I didn’t get back to see them from Texas.
Cindy Habeck - July 29, 2020 at 01:49 PM

“

Eddie was a great guy and friend. He did a lot of construction work for us. I had a lot of fun
golfing with Eddie, he and I would take 1 cart while June and Ev would take another. We
always admired the wonderful care Eddie gave Ev. We will miss him as we do Ev.
Ray and June Bartels - July 30, 2020 at 03:51 PM

“

Small Garden Dish was purchased for the family of Edwin "Ed" Plager.

July 29, 2020 at 12:15 PM

“

Sending hugs and prayers to the entire Plager family during this difficult time. I never
saw Ed that he wasn't smiling and telling a joke. He will be greatly missed by all who
knew and loved him. Rejoicing that he is now in the presence of our Lord and that he
and Ev are once again reunited. I can only imagine the joy in their hearts as they
embraced and are now dancing across Heaven. RIP Eddie! - Steve and Kimberly
Crook

Kimberly Crook - July 29, 2020 at 10:14 AM

“

Deb Matulka, Dan Bartels, Lynette Fleck families purchased the Medium Dish
Garden for the family of Edwin "Ed" Plager.

Deb Matulka, Dan Bartels, Lynette Fleck families - July 29, 2020 at 09:34 AM

“

Eddie had a contagious smile, I don't think he ever knew a stranger. He was a great
guy that will be truly missed. Now he is reunited with Ev. Hugs and prayers for the
family

Linda and Kevin Kuhlmann - July 29, 2020 at 09:14 AM

“

We are so sorry for your loss. Ed was such a great guy who always had a smile. He
will be greatly missed by all who knew him. They have gained a angel.
Bev and Tom Sears

Bev Sears - July 29, 2020 at 08:54 AM

“

I will surely miss serving your father in Elk Creek. I will miss his smile, welcome spirit
and caring display of hospitality to all he met. Ann Buckner

Ann Buckner - July 29, 2020 at 08:40 AM

“

Thoughts and Prayers to all the family - Ed always had that contagious smile and
laugh always so happy he will be greatly missed by many.

Rod and Eileen Schmale - July 29, 2020 at 08:29 AM

“

Jackie Parrish lit a candle in memory of Edwin "Ed" Plager

jackie parrish - July 29, 2020 at 08:18 AM

“

Ed's mark will be left indelibly on S.E, Nebraska with the thousands of terraces,
waterways and farm ponds he built for us! Future generations will enjoy fishing in
many of his creations!

Randy Gottula - July 29, 2020 at 08:16 AM

“

Russ/Deb Koerner lit a candle in memory of Edwin "Ed" Plager

Russ/Deb Koerner - July 29, 2020 at 07:53 AM

“

“

So sorry to hear about your loss Prayers for your family
Russ/Deb Koerner - July 29, 2020 at 07:55 AM

Such a sweet man! Prayers and hugs to you all.

Matt and Dee Kuhlmann and family - July 28, 2020 at 11:35 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy. Eddie will be greatly missed. He always had a smile on his
face.

Lloyd & Deb Pfister - July 28, 2020 at 11:04 PM

“

Neil And Kathy (Buethe) Butler lit a candle in memory of Edwin "Ed" Plager

Neil and Kathy (Buethe) Butler - July 28, 2020 at 11:04 PM

“

Enjoyed Eddie as he was such a caring guy. Sorry about his passing but he is in
heaven with Ev. He took great care of her and it makes me wonder how many men
could do
this and I complemented him on this and his remarks were something to the effect
that isn't it the thing we are to do. Our thoughts and prayers for his children, their
spouses, grandchildren and all who are missing him. We enjoyed going to K. C. with
both families but had not made prior plans for rooms. We didn't know there was a
game being played that night. We were lucky finding a room and had a great time
down there. Don't know if you kids remember it. It was a long time ago. Eldon and I
were discussing how many men have passed recently at the age of 85. Love to all.
Eldon and Esther

Eldon & Esther Buethe - July 28, 2020 at 10:36 PM

