Fred A. Schizas II
December 12, 1950 - August 15, 2020

Fred Apostle Schizas II, son of Dean and Beverly (Andelt) Schizas, was born December
12, 1950 in Lincoln, Nebraska. One of four children, Fred spent his early years and
attended school in Lincoln. The family moved to Omaha, Nebraska where he graduated
from Burke High School. Fred went on to attend the University on Nebraska-Lincoln and
earned a degree in mechanical engineering.
On November 10, 1972 Fred was united in marriage to Jeanne Lavelle at St.
Cecilia Catholic Church in Omaha. They would be blessed with two children, Alicia and
Kyle.
Fred served 26 years in the Nebraska National Guard from June 23, 1981 until his
honorable discharge on September 27, 2007. In 2001 he entered active duty during
Operation Joint Guardian and served in Germany, Macedonia, and Kosovo.
He retired from the Guard with the rank of Lt. Colonel.
Fred worked at Cooper Nuclear Station at Brownville, Nebraska from June 1989 until his
retirement in July 2017. At the time of his retirement he was SRO/STE in the Operations
Department.
Fred was a tinkerer, he was always fixing or building something. A man of many interests,
Fred had numerous hobbies. He had remote control cars, helicopters, and planes, all of
which he built. He was a gamer, Call Of Duty 4 being a favorite, and he built the computer
he used to play games on. Fred enjoyed shooting sports, both for competition and
hunting, and he built some of the guns that he owned. He enjoyed fixing and restoring
cars, whether it was working on Jeanne’s 1967 Corvette or his drag-racing car. Fred loved
to read, anything from the cereal box while having breakfast or an entire encyclopedia. He
enjoyed gardening and taking care of his fruit trees in his little orchard. He was also a
chess player, playing chess through the mail by postcard and using Jeanne as his guinea
pig to make sure he was sending the correct move back.
After receiving a diagnosis of rare blood cancers within his body, Fred chose to stay at
home with the help of Jeanne, other family, and medical professionals. It was at his home
in Auburn he passed away, with family around him, on Saturday, August 15, 2020 at the
age of 69 years, 8 months, and 3 days. His father Dean and sister Nancy Schizas
preceded him in death.

Those left to mourn his passing and celebrate his life include his wife Jeanne of Auburn;
mother Beverly Schizas of Omaha; daughter and son-in-law Alicia and Brian Hoffman of
Bloomington, IN; son and daughter-in-law Kyle and Rachel Schizas of Nebraska City;
grandchildren Hayley, Alexandria, Dominic, and Isabel; sisters Susan (Larry) Burke and
Deana Schizas; other relatives and friends.
A memorial service was Thursday, August 20, 2020 at Hemmingsen Funeral Home in
Auburn officiated by Rev. Mike Harris of Omaha. Kyle Schizas was urnbearer and Alicia
Hoffman carried the flag. Burial of ashes was in the Omaha National Cemetery, with
military honors by Nebraska National Guard Honors Detail and Millard American Legion
Post #374 and VFW Post #8334.

View Fred's service via Livestream at:
https://livestream.com/accounts/13846112/events/9265071
Memorials in lieu of flowers are suggested to Wounded Warrior Project or St. Jude’s
Children’s Research Hospital.
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Comments

“

Ted and Sherry Schizas want to send our condolences and are so sorry for your. Ted
has very fond memories of Fred. Wish you and your family the best.

Ted F Schizas - August 23, 2020 at 04:49 PM

“

I will always remember Fred's smile and his witty humor. I enjoyed very much
working with him at Cooper. My prayers and thoughts are with his family.
Brenda J. Kuker

Brenda Kuker - August 21, 2020 at 08:02 PM

“

We are so sorry to hear of your lose, may he rest in peace. Fred was a great man
and will be missed by many. Auburn won't be the same.
We will pray for all who mourn his loss.
Randy & Kay Bogle

candice - August 20, 2020 at 02:09 PM

“

My sincere condolences to Jeanne and the rest of his family. Fred was one of the
most intelligent, funny, and down to earth guys I have ever had the opportunity to
meet. I truly appreciated the time we spent together when he was the Commander of
the 41st RAOC. Especially our time in New Orleans in support of the Hurricane
Katrina/Rita relief efforts. He never sweated the small stuff and just had a way of
making things more palatable. He was a fine leader and a fine man. Thanks for the
memories and Rest in Peace Fred.

Tom McLeod - August 20, 2020 at 01:21 PM

“

Fred was a great guy, he'll be missed! RIP Fred!!!

Reed Beasing - August 20, 2020 at 12:29 PM

“

Fred fought the good fight, finished the race, and kept the faith. My condolences to
his family and my thoughts and prayers are with them during this time. I had the
privilege to serve with him in the Army National Guard primarily in the 41st RAOC. I
consider him a friend and mentor. He was a good leader who was fair, honest, and
always had a good perspective about things, not to mention his great sense of
humor. We shared many good time during our deployment to Macedonia and Kosovo
as well as during our training periods to Germany and Ft. Hood in support of V Corps
and III Corps. He will be sorely missed.
- Matthew Kelly (LTC retired)

Matthew E Kelly - August 20, 2020 at 08:57 AM

“

I had the pleasure to serve with Fred in 1-134 Infantry, 41 RAOC, and the ASG. Fred
was a hard worker, he had great instincts and intuition, he cared for people, and had
a great sense of humor. I am glad I had the opportunity to know and work with him.
God Bless.

Bryan Saucerman - August 19, 2020 at 11:30 AM

“

Fred and I served in the BDE/ASG together- honest, hard working soldier with a
great sense of humor. We all lost a great person.

Gary L Jones - August 18, 2020 at 08:15 PM

“

Fred was a natural leader. Fred and I graduated OCS 26 in 1983 together. May God
comfort the Schizas family.
Doug Ladd, COL (Ret)

Doug Ladd - August 18, 2020 at 06:51 PM

“

Kelly Ragan lit a candle in memory of Fred A. Schizas II

Kelly Ragan - August 18, 2020 at 06:02 PM

“

Our family's thoughts and prayers go out to the Schizas family during this time of
loss. I worked with Fred on several different occasions on both the Brigade staff and
the ASG staff. He was firm but fair, highly thoughtful, but he also had a great sense
of humor.
He was one that was always proud of being able to serve his country for all of those
years.
He will be missed.
Byron Diamond, COL (Ret)

Byron Diamond - August 18, 2020 at 04:55 PM

“

My deepest condolences to the family of LTC Fred Schizas for your loss. He was a
good and fair leader and supported me during difficult times while we were deployed
to Kosovo. I was fortunate enough to travel to Germany with Fred for additional
training during our deployment and have fond memories of that trip.
Sincerely,
CPT Theodore Henderson, Retired

Theodore Henderson - August 18, 2020 at 02:24 PM

“

Margaret Clifton lit a candle in memory of Fred A. Schizas II

Margaret Clifton - August 18, 2020 at 11:58 AM

