H. Maxine Remmers
December 31, 1917 - April 10, 2015

Hazel Maxine Remmers was born on December 31, 1917 in Julian, Nebraska. Her
parents were Senator John Aufenkamp and Hazel (Wells) Aufenkamp.
Maxine graduated from Julian High School in 1935 and Peru State College in 1939 with
majors in home economics and business. While at Peru College she was a member of the
college choir where she met Wiley Remmers. Later during her teaching career she took
graduate hours at Peru State and the University of Nebraska. Upon graduating from Peru
State College in 1939 she taught at Alton, Iowa.
In the spring of 1940 on June 6th Maxine married Wiley Remmers. After her marriage she
taught school at Garland, Bratton Union, and Johnson-Brock schools. While teaching at
Johnson she was the sponsor of the junior class, school paper, and pep club. In addition
to her teaching she served as principal for four years.
Maxine was an active member of St. John Lutheran Church, WELCA, and St. John’s choir.
She was a member of the Golden Rule Extension Club, Auburn Women’s Club, Delta
Kappa Gamma and the Nemaha County Hospital Auxiliary. During the time Wiley was a
senator in the Nebraska State Legislature, Maxine was a member and held offices in the
Nebraska Legislative League and the Unicameral Club.
Maxine liked playing bridge, sewing, dancing, fishing, and keeping up to date on her
former students’ lives. She enjoyed horses, and was a skilled rider. She took an active
interest in the farm operation and particularly liked helping with the cattle. Maxine loved
spending time with her friends and family, enjoyed following the stock market on a daily
basis, and had a great sense of humor. Her home was always the gathering place for
family and friends but taking care of Wiley and their four daughters was at the top of her
list.
On the morning of Friday, April 10, 2015, Maxine passed away peacefully in her sleep
having reached the age of 97 years, 3 months, 10 days. Maxine was preceded in death by
her parents, husband Senator R. Wiley Remmers, daughter Lois Callan, brothers Lloyd
and wife Norma Aufenkamp, and Kenneth Aufenkamp.
She is survived by her daughters Joyce Bruggeman of Auburn; Janice and husband Mike
Guilliatt of Fremont; Jacqueline and husband Brian Branda of Houston, TX; grandchildren
Bryan Bruggemann, Rhonda (Robert) Jeanneret, Joel Schlachtenhaufen, Mark (Theresa

Lehn) Guilliatt, Scott (Emily) Guilliatt, Michael (Laurie) Callan, Tom Callan, Steve Callan;
21 great-grandchildren; 4 great-great-grandchildren; sister Lavonda and husband Bill
Abernathy of Nebraska City; sister-in-law Dorothy Aufenkamp of Julian; other relatives
and friends.
A funeral service will be Saturday, April 18, 11:00 a.m. at St. John Lutheran (Stone)
Church near Auburn. Burial will follow in the church cemetery. Visitation will be at the
funeral home Friday 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., with family greeting friends 6:00 to 8:00.
Memorials are suggested to Peru State College Foundation, Auburn Rescue Squad, or
Nemaha County Hospital Foundation.
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Comments

“

Even though I only had Mrs. Remmers for one class at JBHS it was her
encouragement for me to get a degree in accounting which has benefitted me my
adult life. Her warm smile made school enjoyable. Just wanted the family to know.
Jim Teten JBHS '71

Jim Teten - April 17, 2015 at 08:59 PM

“

Love, Dottie Brannon & Jim Pickens purchased the Gift of Grace Bouquet for the
family of H. Maxine Remmers.

Love, Dottie Brannon & Jim Pickens - April 17, 2015 at 10:57 AM

“

As many of you know Maxine was a bit cross-eyed. That was a definite plus for
doling out punishment to wayward teenage boy students. You had now idea who was
the guilty one with those looks. None of us could tell so as a result she had very
attentive students.
Many life lessons that are remembered from our classes in Johnson. Condolences to
your immediate and extended families

Roger Hector - April 17, 2015 at 08:43 AM

“

Dreams From the Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of H. Maxine
Remmers.

April 16, 2015 at 08:46 AM

“

David and Katherine Cervantes purchased the Magnificent Life Spray for the family
of H. Maxine Remmers.

David and Katherine Cervantes - April 15, 2015 at 01:03 PM

“

Kim and Chris Iverson purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the family of
H. Maxine Remmers.

Kim and Chris Iverson - April 15, 2015 at 10:54 AM

“

Mrs. Remmers, as anyone who went to Johnson High School will always call her,
was a great lady. We were lucky and privileged to have had her and Mr. Remmers as
teachers and members of our community. Kindest condolences to you.
-- Steve Hahn

Steve Hahn - April 15, 2015 at 06:27 AM

“

Secret Garden Basket was purchased for the family of H. Maxine Remmers.

April 14, 2015 at 07:59 PM

“

Basket Full of Wishes was purchased for the family of H. Maxine Remmers.

April 14, 2015 at 04:35 PM

“

I remember Maxine fondly. We first met when I was about 13. We had driven all the
way across the state and when we got there Maxine was in the kitchen. She must
have known something about teenage boys because she began to ply us with food.
:)
It was the first time I had ever had pecan pie. It was wonderful!
It was the first time I had ever had a date pinwheel cookie. I never thought I would
like dates in anything but I sure did like those. Whenever I eat pecan pie or date
pinwheel cookies, I think of Maxine.
For supper she was making fried chicken. I was previously never a fan of fried
chicken but that was the best fried chicken I had ever tasted! She did have a way
with food and she had a way with me.
She taught me how to iron clothes and I still do most of my own ironing to this day.
She gave me a present once that still makes me smile. Maxine gave me a blue towel
and a stick of antiperspirant! I think she will go into the grandmother hall of fame for
that one but I didn't mind. She had made her point and to this day, I take showers
and use antiperspirant way more than I did as a boy! :)
I remember their two leather lazy boy recliners side by side in the living room and I
seem to recall watching an episode of Lawerence Welk. I think it must be some sort
of repressed memory because I never really learned to appreciate Lawerence Welk
and I don't think I have ever watched a full episode since.
Of all that I remember though. I remember how kind she was to me at a time in my
life when kindness was exactly what I needed.
God bless you Maxine and your beautiful family! To be apart from the body is to be in
the presence of the Lord.
With Love and Sincerity,
Mike Callan

Mike Callan - April 13, 2015 at 06:24 AM

