JoAnn Henning
June 29, 1933 - December 13, 2010

JoAnn Henning, one of six children of John and Ruth (Butterfield) Stephens, was born
June 29, 1933 on a farm near Pawnee City, Nebraska. After her family moved to the
Brownville, Nebraska area JoAnn graduated from the Brownville High School. On May 27,
1956 JoAnn was united in marriage to Johnielee Henning in Brownville. They were
blessed with two children, Stephen and Shawn, and would eventually make their home in
Beatrice, Nebraska. JoAnn worked as a telephone operator until shortly after her marriage
to John, and also worked for 15 years in the nursery at Beatrice Community Hospital. Her
main focus, however, was taking care of her children and running the household. To fill her
spare time JoAnn had many interests which included crafts, sewing, cooking, camping,
and tending to her flowers and garden. She enjoyed visiting with family and friends, and
coffee with the ladies in her neighborhood was a favorite. JoAnn also liked to babysit the
children of close friends and family. As a result of a terminal illness, JoAnn passed away at
her home, with family around her, on Monday, December 13, 2010. She had attained the
age of 77 years, 5 months, and 14 days. Her parents, brothers Robert, Ivan ?Andy?, Fred,
Marvin ?Mutt?, sister Myrle Tunks, and son Stephen John Charles Henning preceded her
in death. JoAnn is survived by her husband John of Beatrice; son Shawn of Prairie Village,
KS; other relatives and many friends. Funeral services were Friday, December 17, 2010 at
Hemmingsen Funeral Home in Auburn, officiated by Rev. Art Chapin. Special prerecorded music was played. Pallbearers were Gene Martin, Shawn Henning, Fritz
Henning, Alan Henning, John Henning, and Joel Henning. Burial was in Walnut Grove
Cemetery at Brownville. Memorials are suggested to the Alzheimer?s Association.

Comments

“

John & Shawn, words can't express how sorry we all are at the loss of Aunt Jo. She
will forever be in our hearts. How lucky we all were to be a part of her life. I will
always treasure the fun we had visiting Nebraska at Christmas time. When she
walked in a room, her smile and warmth filled it. I can just see her up in Heaven with
I.E.,Mutt,Fred, Bob & Meryl with a big "Well Hello Everybody"... I so wish I could be
there to celebrate her life. Love always Kathy & George Woodruff

Kathy Woodruff - December 16, 2010 at 08:05 PM

“

John , Shawn and Family . I am so sad to hear about JoAnn . I have lost so much
contact with everyone since I moved from Beatrice . You were definitely my favorite
neighbor on Summit Street . I have had major health issues in the last couple years .
I will certainly try to stop and visit with you soon . I am just so sorry once again . You
all have my deepest sympathy . She was such a great person with a wonderful sense
of humor !

BILL PRIEFERT , Omaha NE - December 16, 2010 at 04:16 PM

“

Uncle John, Shawn and Family-When it comes to Aunt's, Aunt JoAnn was one of the
best. She will long be remembered as one that could bring a little humor and a smile
to all around her! Our thoughts and prayers are with you. Know that you are loved
and His Grace is sufficient during these times.

Patsy & John Meyer - December 16, 2010 at 11:56 AM

“

Uncle John,Shawn and family.Our hearts reach out to you for our loss of a very
beautiful.. in every way.. dearly loved lady. Aunt Jo will be missed but has left each of
us the memory of her beauty, sense of humor and love for family.Just one of her life
long gifts that I will most treasure is showing each of us the joys of loving a child.
Don't think she ever met one she didn't like! Always a song,a story, little jingle,or a
rhyme to share with every small smiling face..and of course, a "big squeeze." She
was in my opinion "Mother Goose."She has left her loving fingerprint on the hearts of
many.I thank God I had the privilege to call her MY Aunt Jo.Thanks for the sweet
memories!! Our thoughts, our prayers and our love are with you both.

Tom and Vonnie Gomon - December 16, 2010 at 09:20 AM

“

John, Shawn and family members - We pray that your friends and family will comfort
you at this time of Aunt Jo's passing. Your faith will help you be strong and your
wonderful memories will help heal your hearts. We love you all.
Linda, Dave, Matt, Suzanne and grandchildren

linda & dave gomon - December 15, 2010 at 07:43 PM

“

John, Shawn and family my prayers are with you at this time of loss. I cannot be
there for the services but wish to share a fond memory of Aunt JoAnn. As a young
boy I was staying over night at grandma and grandpa's. I awoke in the morning and
there was this large picture of a beautiful lady on the dining room bureau. When
grandma saw it she was so excited and expressive as only she could be. Uncle
"Johnielee" had brought that picture home late the night before. That beautiful lady
would become my kind and beloved Aunt JoAnn.

Bruce Henning - December 15, 2010 at 12:20 PM

