Joan Wittmann
September 1, 1946 - June 19, 2016

Joan Katherine (Suhr) Wittmann, the only child of John and Loris (Kroeger) Suhr, was
born September 1, 1946, in Fremont, Nebraska. She was baptized September 22, 1946,
and confirmed April 10, 1960 at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Hooper, Nebraska. Joan
attended rural school near her home and graduated from Scribner High School in 1964.
She went on to attend Midland Lutheran College in Fremont, where she earned her
degree in Business Education in 1968.
On June 16, 1967, Joan was united in marriage to Dennis Wittmann at St. John’s
Lutheran Church. They were blessed with four children: Amy, Jill, Kristin, and Zachary.
Joan and Dennis and family lived in several towns following Dennis’s career in Nebraska
before moving to Auburn in 1994.
She began working at Nemaha County Hospital right after moving to Auburn, and was
there for 22 years. Through all of her career choices, Joan focused on raising her children
as her priority.
Upon moving to Auburn, Joan became a member of Trinity Lutheran Church. She played
the organ at church, extending to 58 years her service of playing music for the Lord. She
was active in LWML as well as various church boards through the years. Joan had served
on the Southeast Nebraska Crisis Pregnancy Board. She loved to play Free Cell, and
couldn’t pass up a “bonus with purchase” on the make-up she used. Family was always
first with Joan. Throughout the years, she seldom missed an activity that involved her
children or grandchildren.
A sudden illness resulted in Joan being admitted to the Nemaha County Hospital and then
returning home. She was then rushed to CHI Health-St. Elizabeth in Lincoln, Nebraska,
where she passed away on Sunday, June 19, 2016. She was blessed with 69 years, 9
months, and 18 days of living in Christ in her earthly home, and 49 years of marriage to
Dennis. She was preceded to her heavenly home by her parents.
Those who will remember Joan with love and fondness include her husband Dennis of
Auburn; daughters and sons-in-law, Amy and Mike Koski of Kearney, NE; Jill and Seth
Larson of Chaska, MN; Kristin and Roan Howard of Kearney, NE; son Zachary and
fiancée Leslie Alitz of Memphis, TN; grandchildren Emily, Ryan, Baylee, Spencer, Parker,
Madisyn, Anna, Chloe, and Hudson; many other relatives and friends.

A service to honor Joan’s life in Christ will be Thursday, June 23, 10:00 a.m. at Trinity
Lutheran Church in Auburn. Visitation will be at the funeral home Wednesday 9:00 a.m. to
8:00 p.m., with family greeting friends 6:00 to 8:00. Committal service and burial will be
Thursday, 3:00 p.m., at St. John’s Lutheran Cemetery near Hooper, NE.
Memorials are suggested in lieu of flowers to Kids of His Kingdom Day Care, The
Lutheran Hour, or Mission Central.

Events
JUN
22

Visitation09:00AM - 08:00PM
Hemmingsen Funeral Home
801 S, Auburn, NE, US, 68305

JUN
22

Family Greeting Friends06:00PM - 08:00PM
Hemmingsen Funeral Home
801 S, Auburn, NE, US, 68305

JUN
23

Funeral Service

10:00AM

Trinity Lutheran Church
634 Alden Drive, Auburn, NE, US, 68305

JUN
23

Committal

03:00PM

St. John's Lutheran Cemetery
Hooper, NE, US

Comments

“

Dennis, Amy, Jill, Kristin, Zach and Families,
My heart aches when I heard about your loss! Joan was such an amazing person. I
have so many great memories with your family that will always have a special place
in my heart. She will never be forgotten! Love, Dana Dostal

Dana Dostal - June 25, 2016 at 02:40 PM

“

Our sincere condolences to Dennis and family. Joan was a wonderful, caring person,
who will be sadly missed in this community. Our prayers are with you as you grieve
her loss.

Nancy & Michael McKibbin - June 24, 2016 at 02:16 PM

“

Dee And Jimmie Bunting lit a candle in memory of Joan Wittmann

Dee and Jimmie Bunting - June 23, 2016 at 08:06 PM

“

Our sympathy to you Dennis and family. She was a gracious lady who loved her
Lord, you and your family. As our daughter, Lynette, after her husband was killed
likes to remind everyone -- better have your bag packed you never know when the
Lord will call you home. Praying God gives you strength and courage as you face the
future. Friends, LeRoy and Evelyn Buethe

LeRoy and Evelyn Buethe - June 23, 2016 at 11:42 AM

“

Mark And Judy DeBuhr lit a candle in memory of Joan Wittmann

Mark and Judy DeBuhr - June 23, 2016 at 10:14 AM

“

Our heartfelt sympathy to Joan's family. We pray that you will find comfort in the
knowledge that Joan is safely in the arms of her loving Savior enjoying life eternal.
God is our refuge and strength! May He grant you peace!

Lois Ann and Eldon Bartels - June 23, 2016 at 08:45 AM

“

I met Joan and Dennis at a LHM event in Omaha a few yrs ago.
We met again at Trinity anniversary last year my home congregation. My heartfelt prayers
go out to you at your sudden
loss.
Vernelle Beery Coffelt - July 20, 2016 at 09:53 AM

“

Dear Denny, I was so sorry to hear about Joann. Once you meet her, she never
forgets you. I was pleased to always see her when Don and I would come to Auburn.
She never changed, she was always so sweet and friendly. My heart goes out to you
and your family. I know your heart is breaking, Time goes so slowly, but grief seems
to be the price of love. My sympathies,
Dorinda Beatty,

Dorinda Beatty - June 22, 2016 at 09:52 PM

“

Wittman Family,
So sorry to hear of the passing of your beloved wife, mother, and grandmother. I will
always remember her for that smile and her kind heart. Sending prayers of comfort.
Cheryl (Patchen) Rockwell & Family

Cheryl Rockwell - June 22, 2016 at 07:05 PM

“

To Dennis and family,
Sorry to hear of your loss. My thoughts and prayers are with you at this time. God
Bless
Garth & Carla Shafer

Garth Shafer - June 22, 2016 at 04:39 PM

“

Pam Shallenberger lit a candle in memory of Joan Wittmann

Pam Shallenberger - June 22, 2016 at 04:11 PM

“

Kristin, Jenna, Jackson, and Dan purchased the Crystal Cross Bouquet for the family
of Joan Wittmann.

Kristin, Jenna, Jackson, and Dan - June 22, 2016 at 01:55 PM

“

Greg And Roberta Lockard lit a candle in memory of Joan Wittmann

Greg and Roberta Lockard - June 22, 2016 at 12:14 PM

“

Dennis and family,
So sorry for your loss! You are all in my thoughts and prayers. May your faith and
cherished memories of Joan comfort you in this dark time.
Marsha Wittmann

Marsha Wittmann - June 22, 2016 at 12:07 PM

“

Susie Shupp lit a candle in memory of Joan Wittmann

Susie Shupp - June 22, 2016 at 11:59 AM

“

Jim and Bev Ossian purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of Joan Wittmann.

Jim and Bev Ossian - June 22, 2016 at 10:47 AM

“

Dennis and family,
May your hearts be lightened with joyful memories, love from family and friends, and
your faith. Joan will live on in her children and grandchildren. My heartfelt sympathy
to you all and prayers for peace.
Iona Michaelis

Iona Michaelis - June 22, 2016 at 08:29 AM

“

Denny and family,
Simple words can't begin to express how deeply sorry we are for your loss. Joan was
a bright light in what can sometimes seem like a dark world. She was a beautiful soul
- inside and out - and we consider ourselves blessed to have had the opportunity to
know both of you. Please know you are in our thoughts and prayers in the these
difficult days and weeks to come and ask for God's comfort for you and your family.
With love,
Cody, Laurie, Hunter, and Logan Schilling

Laurie Schilling - June 21, 2016 at 09:16 PM

“

Zach has been a part of our family for a long time and not long ago we got to meet
his wonderful parents. It was with a very sad heart that I learned his Mom had
passed. Thinking of Zach and his entire family as they deal with this enormous loss. I
could tell she was a very special lady. Love you, Zach Jean Alitz Sagara

Jean Sagara - June 21, 2016 at 07:09 PM

“

Dennis, Amy, Jill, Kristin, Zach and families
Deepest sympathy and prayers for all of you. She was such a special lady.
Paulette Lutes

Paulette Lutes - June 21, 2016 at 06:01 PM

“

Garden of Memories was purchased for the family of Joan Wittmann.

June 21, 2016 at 04:22 PM

“

Your family is in my thoughts & prayers.

Vanessa (Schnoor) Matare - June 21, 2016 at 04:18 PM

“

Dear Dennis, our deepest sympathies for you and family. Your in our prayers.
Daniel E. Bryan Jr.

Daniel E. Bryan Jr. - June 21, 2016 at 03:59 PM

“

Dennis, Amy, Jill, Kristin, and Zach.
We are sadden on hearing about Joan's passing. Our thoughts and prayers are with
you. May the Lord bless you and keep you in his loving care during the time. She
was surely a lovely lady.
Don & Barb Bartek.

Don & Barb Bartek - June 21, 2016 at 02:39 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are that you will receive comfort from the Great Comforter.
She blessed so many people with her life and will be missed. --Marlin & Rhonda Joy

Rhonda Joy - June 21, 2016 at 12:03 PM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Joan Wittmann.

June 21, 2016 at 11:58 AM

“

Kristin and Family,
I am truly sorry for your sudden loss. May you all keep Joan close in spirit always.
We are here for prayer, hugs, listening, sympathy or anything else you may need at
this time.
Deepest Sympathy,
Laura Miller & Family

Laura Miller - June 21, 2016 at 11:28 AM

“

Thoughts and prayers to the family. May God wrap his arms around you and comfort
you at this difficult time. Joan will be greatly missed.
With deepest sympathy ~ Michelle Watkins

Michelle Watkins - June 21, 2016 at 10:44 AM

“

Dennis and Family,
Joan was a special kind of person - always upbeat, smiling, and full of fun. I enjoyed
every minute I spent with her. Her positive mind, positive energy, and positive life
made my day shine brighter and work a little easier. I am so very thankful our paths
crossed. Dennis, my heartfelt condolences are sent to you and your family. With
deepest sympathy, Teresa Breazile

Teresa Breazile - June 21, 2016 at 10:37 AM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Nemaha County Hospital - June 21, 2016 at 10:32 AM

“

Brent Comstock lit a candle in memory of Joan Wittmann

Brent Comstock - June 21, 2016 at 10:29 AM

“

Our sympathies to Dennis, and your family, we knew Joan through LLL. She was a
wonderful organist.

virginia Von Seggern - June 21, 2016 at 09:23 AM

“

Burnell and Virginia Von Seggern
virginia Von Seggern - June 21, 2016 at 09:24 AM

“

Ahrndt Family from Scribner send our prayers to the family of Joan Wittman.

Kristine Ahrndt - June 21, 2016 at 08:55 AM

“

Adam And Lacee Noa lit a candle in memory of Joan Wittmann

Adam and Lacee Noa - June 21, 2016 at 08:52 AM

“

Dennis, Amy, Jill, Kristin & Zach and familiesMay the memory of Joan/your Mom's generosity and grace bring you peace during
this difficult time. Thoughts are with your family.
Nola Derby-Bennett

Nola Derby-Bennett - June 21, 2016 at 08:43 AM

“

Laura Lea Fossenbarger lit a candle in memory of Joan Wittmann

Laura Lea Fossenbarger - June 21, 2016 at 08:14 AM

“

Kristin - I am so sorry for your loss. Please know that you are in my thoughts and
prayers.
Jane Steinbach

Jane Steinbach - June 21, 2016 at 08:09 AM

“

Jana Anderson lit a candle in memory of Joan Wittmann

Jana Anderson - June 21, 2016 at 03:08 AM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with you during this difficult time.
Julie Gerdes
Julie Gerdes - June 21, 2016 at 09:07 AM

“

Joan was always so cheerful. When she worked out at the hospital she was the most
helpful person around. She will be missed! Blessing of happy memories to her family!
You will be in our prayers.

Jacie Gfeller - June 20, 2016 at 10:29 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are extended each and everyone in Joan's family. The
Steve and Kellie Kennedy Family

Kellie Kennedy - June 20, 2016 at 09:36 PM

“

Dennis, Amy, Jill, Kristin and Zach:
We are so sorry for your loss. May the wonderful memories of Joan/your mom bring
you comfort during this difficult time and always. Our thoughts and prayers are with
you all.
Kim and Zach Thomsen, and family

Kim & Zach Thomsen, & family - June 20, 2016 at 08:51 PM

“

Thank you so much, Kim and Zach - Your words really touched my heart. i can tell you with
100% truthfulness, that I have thought about Norm every single day for the past 5 years in I
way or another. Some days i cry because I miss him so much and can't believe he is no
longer on earth with us, and other days I giggle from all the crazy stuff he did with us kids!
Love ya Norm and Joan!
Jill - June 22, 2016 at 12:20 AM

“

Duane & Betty Krause lit a candle in memory of Joan Wittmann

Duane & Betty Krause - June 20, 2016 at 08:35 PM

“

Lonny & Tammy Niewohner & family purchased the Arrive in Style for the family of
Joan Wittmann.

Lonny & Tammy Niewohner & family - June 20, 2016 at 08:33 PM

“

Tony And Connie Goings lit a candle in memory of Joan Wittmann

Tony and Connie Goings - June 20, 2016 at 08:10 PM

“

We have lost such a lovely kind lady who greeted us in her office @ NCH. Will surely
miss her pleasant smile & personality. Sympathy to all her family. (Clarence/Fran
Yates)

Clarence/Fran Yates - June 20, 2016 at 08:09 PM

“

Heather Koppelmann lit a candle in memory of Joan Wittmann

heather koppelmann - June 20, 2016 at 07:45 PM

“

Please accept.our sincerest condolences to the family. Joan's infectious smile and
super talents will be missed by many
Kate Archer (classmate Scribner 1964)

Kate Archer - June 20, 2016 at 06:31 PM

“

Jackie Uhri lit a candle in memory of Joan Wittmann

Jackie Uhri - June 20, 2016 at 05:51 PM

“
“

Joans' smile made ones day, and the heavens have gained a wonderful organist.
Jackie Uhri - June 20, 2016 at 05:53 PM

My prayers and condolences for your family in this dark time. She will be missed greatly.
Julie Fitch & family.
julie fitch - June 21, 2016 at 08:42 AM

“

Dennis and family, I am so very sorry for your loss. Joan was really a very special
person who was loved by many. Please accept my sincere sympathy. Annie Thomas

Annie Thomas - June 20, 2016 at 05:15 PM

