Loras H Baumhover
January 26, 1934 - May 18, 2020

Loras Henry Baumhover, one of 16 children of Albert and Dora (Fehring) Baumhover, was
born January 26, 1934, in Carroll, Iowa. Loras grew up on a farm outside Carroll, he
attended school at and graduated from Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Catholic School in Mount
Carmel, Iowa.
After high school, Loras enlisted in the United States Army. He served two years of active
military service and then transferred to the Army Reserve for 8 years, before being
honorably discharged.
In 1959, Loras became a trooper with the Nebraska State Patrol. He was first stationed in
Lincoln, where he met his future wife Diane Sue Mahoney. The couple were married May
12, 1962, at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Beatrice. Loras and Diane would be blessed
with five sons: Steven, Brian, Craig, Kevin, and Shaun. They made their home in Lincoln
until moving to Auburn in 1969. Loras was with the Nebraska State Patrol for nearly 30
years, until retiring in 1988. Loras continued his career in law enforcement serving two
terms as the Nemaha County Sheriff from 1995-2003.
Loras was an active member of St. Joseph Catholic in Auburn. He was a member of the
Knights of Columbus, the American Legion Post #23 of Auburn, and served the
community as the Veterans Service Officer of Nemaha County. In his earlier years, Loras
enjoyed fishing. He loved to socialize, whether it was over a cup of coffee, a piece of pie,
a bowl of popcorn, or a game of cards. Loras often joked that Diane was his social
director.
After Diane’s passing in 2014, Loras continued to live in Auburn. He moved to the Long’s
Creek Assisted Living until a decline in health moved him to Country House Residence in
Council Bluffs, Iowa. It was there that he passed away on Monday, May 18, 2020, having
reached the age of 86 years, 3 months, and 22 days. He was preceded in death by his
parents, his wife Diane, brother Raymond, and sister Mary.
Those left to mourn his passing include his sons and daughters-in-law Steven and Faith of
Omaha, Brian and Kim of Papillion, Craig and Natalie of Omaha, Kevin and Betsy of
Lincoln, Shaun and Rhiannon of Seward; grandchildren Jeff, Jon, Aubree Sue, Grant
Wesley, Aidan Christopher, Will Henry, Makenna; brothers and sisters Marita, Leon, Anne,
Leonard, Norbert, Eugene, Donna, Jane, Arnold, Vernon, Merle, Mark, Dean, other

relatives and friends.
A Mass of Christian Burial will be Friday, May 22, 2:00 p.m. at St. Joseph Catholic Church
in Auburn. The Rosary will be recited at 1:30 p.m. Due to Covid-19 Restrictions seating
will be limited at church, but Mass will be streamed live via the church Facebook Page.
Visitation, with a 10-person limit, will be at the funeral home Thursday 10 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Burial will be at Holy Cross Cemetery south of Auburn.
In lieu of flowers, memorials are suggested to the Alzheimer’s Association.
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Comments

“

My prayers are with my mom and all of the siblings and Baumhover family. My uncle
Loras was a true Baumhover- a man of faith and family and self-sacrifice and service
to others. And of course, an easy laugh, too! I'm so grateful for his example and for
all the memories shared here. Sending love to all. - Julie Morrison

Julie Morrison - May 25 at 04:36 PM

“

Sharing a memory... oh my! Which one? He was the state patrol officer that arrived
when I had my first accident and he treated this then 17 year old with tender care
and respect. He was a deputy in Emergency Management Agency when Bob took
over and was invaluable because of his knowledge and experience. He drank coffee
at my table at Bohls for the last 15 years or so. I liked to call him my 'drinking buddy'!
And he was. What a dear friend! Been missing him since he left town... but will see
him again on the other side! I hoist a cup in salute! Like his coffee he loved so much,
he was GOOD to the LAST DROP! I love you all!

Jackie Gfeller - May 22 at 10:02 AM

“

So sorry to hear of the passing of Loras. He was a very nice, good man. I went to
school with Loras at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel in Mt. Carmel, Iowa. He and his wife
both came to our last class reunion. When we were living in Seward for a very short
time he stopped by the house one day to see us. He was a class act! RIP Loras.
Rita Pudenz Hoebing

Rita Hoebing - May 21 at 02:47 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Loras H Baumhover.

May 21 at 02:05 PM

“

Loras will be missed by many, he was a patriot here in Auburn. I remember his cool
and calmness when my boy Bob & Shaun would get in trouble together. I was so
upset and he was like" boys will be boys"! Both he and Diane have and will be
missed.
I will pray for all who mourn his loss. God's blessings.
Kay Bogle

Kay - May 21 at 12:41 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Loras H Baumhover.

May 21 at 10:44 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Loras H Baumhover.

May 21 at 09:42 AM

“

My thoughts and prayers for Loras' family. He was a fine man, friend, and neighbor
when we lived in Auburn. I was Shaun's preschool teacher.

Marcia Bliss - May 20 at 09:20 PM

“

Loras and I were in the same State Patrol training camp in 1959, and we both served
approximately 30 years. He was a good friend. Deepest sympathy to the family.
Dale Van Gent

Dale A. Van Gent - May 20 at 06:19 PM

“

As a new state patrol trooper, I was assigned to Sgt. “Baumer’s” district that included
Auburn, Falls City, Nebraska City, and Syracuse. John Schmidt was my field training
officer, but Loras would fill in when John took personal time off. Seldom were we fullstaffed at 8 troops, in that district, but Loras on numerous occasions, would work a
shift when any of us really needed off.
He was a very dedicated, self-sacrificing man of character who was a great mentor in
patrol work. But I also saw these qualities being lived-out in other areas, which
included his role as a family man and church worker.
Once, during a promotion board interview, I was asked what is the worst thing you
can say about Sgt. Baumhover. I thought long and hard and had to say, “All too often,
he would call me on the two-way radio and have me ride along with him to church
suppers.” At some of these, we would not know anyone there.
I had left the Parol for a while when I received word of that awful crash on highway 2
where he and Diane were severely injured. God turned a tragedy into triumph, by
saving their lives and helping them recover and return home to a form of normalcy.
This was very inspiring to family, friends and the Auburn community.
Upon my return to the Patrol, I had several supervisors before retiring. But none
could compare to the time period I had in the Auburn district with Loras. It was more
or less a family-type atmosphere between his men back then.
I could always count on this helpful true-blue friend. He was upbeat and had witty
humor. And I will always be grateful to the Patrol command staff for assigning me to
Auburn.
May the Lord bless and keep you family members with peace and comfort today and
in the days ahead. We will keep you in our prayers.
Wayne
Wayne and Mary Trantham

Wayne Trantham - May 20 at 04:51 PM

“

“

With the Legion family he was always there to help.
Roger and Pam - May 23 at 01:06 PM

My condolences to the Baumhover family. Loras and Diane were wonderful
neighbors to us when we lived in Auburn. They were always so kind to my parents.
My thoughts and prayers are with you now and in the days to come!
Nancy (Wagner) Hansen

Nancy Hansen - May 20 at 04:35 PM

“

Russ/Deb Koerner sent a virtual gift in memory of Loras H Baumhover

Russ/Deb Koerner - May 20 at 01:16 PM

“

Sorry to hear about your loss Prayers for your family he was a good man Thanks for your
many years of service!
Russ/Deb Koerner - May 20 at 01:19 PM

“

Sorry to hear his passing. I knew your dad from my mom working at the courthouse
when he was working as a State Patrolman. And you boys I babysat many times
when I was in high school how the years have flown by. Your dad was a great guy
he’ll be missed.

Diane Lanxon - May 20 at 12:39 PM

“

I am sad to hear of Loras passing. I have many neighborhood memories with him
and Diane. You are in my thoughts.

Rita Hogue - May 20 at 12:13 PM

“

Loras was such a wonderful man. I am so sorry to hear that he has passed away. He
was a part of so many fond memories I have of Orscheln's when he worked with my
Grandpa. I am praying and thinking of you.

Amanda Meyer - May 20 at 11:51 AM

“

Mr Baumhover gave me a ride home one night after I wrecked my Dad's truck. He
even came inside with me to to make sure my Dad didn't kill me. Dad and him talked
and I survived. I will never forget how comforting he was on my way home. He even
let me sit in the front seat of the cop car. I may not have known him well but that

memory is still with me almost 25yrs later. May God be with you all during this time
Jennifer Ebeler-Clark - May 20 at 11:32 AM

“

My condolences to the Baumhover family. I worked for Loras at the NCSO ('97-'98)
while going to college and he allowed me to do my practicum there as well. Such a
sweet, gentle soul with a one in a million laugh (and bad jokes). He will always have
a special place in my heart.
Genelle Czirr Teska

G Teska - May 20 at 11:11 AM

“

Janine Uldrich lit a candle in memory of Loras H Baumhover

Janine Uldrich - May 20 at 11:08 AM

“

Family members, we are so sorry for your loss. However, rest assured that your
father, father-in-law, grandfather, brother, brother-in-law was a man to be honored
and respected.
As a former Trooper with the Nebraska State Patrol, stationed in Auburn from 1968
to 1976, Loras was my supervisor most of that time. I certainly can attest that he was
a man of integrity and his commitment to his family, faith, and career was above
reproach. As I have lived my life I have said to myself many times, one of his pearls
of wisdom, "The only person who doesn't make a mistake is the one who doesn't do
anything."

Loren (& Sheila) Boyens
Loren Boyens - May 20 at 11:02 AM

“

Working with Bomber on the Patrol and again when he was Sheriff was always a
pleasure. He was always upbeat regardless of the circumstances. He will be missed
by his family and anyone who come in contact with him professionally or socially.
Jim Snyder

Jim Snyder - May 20 at 10:51 AM

“

Loras was an exceptional man and I feel blessed to have known him. I'm deeply
sorry for your loss, but very thankful for his life. Peace be with you.

Janell Johnson - May 20 at 10:33 AM

“

My condolences to the Baumhover family. I worked with "Bomber" on the Nebraska
State Patrol. We met in Lincoln for range every month. He always had a smile on his
face and a story about his sons. He was very proud of you.

Jane Tooley - May 20 at 09:59 AM

“

Thoughts and prayers for the family of Loras Baumhover. Loras was on the Patrol at
the same time my father was in Auburn. RIP Loras

Lynn Schmidt Svoboda - May 20 at 09:51 AM

“

Sympathies to your families on the loss of Loras. I'll always remember his laugh. A
good man who was respected by many. Prayers for strength and healing.
Janet (Stitz) and Rick Muhlbauer

Janet Muhlbauer - May 20 at 09:47 AM

“

Rick Knapp lit a candle in memory of Loras H Baumhover

Rick Knapp - May 20 at 07:25 AM

“

Sheriff Baumhover was a good man and a good lawman. He got justice for my dad.
Kevin and Baumhover family, I am so sorry for your lose and thank you Kevin for
making me lauds all through our classes.

Ellen Pappas Bodenmiller - May 19 at 08:46 PM

“

“

*laugh
Ellen Pappas Bodenmiller - May 19 at 08:47 PM

I knew Loras as Trooper 116. He served on the Nebraska State Patrol at the same
time my father served on the Nebraska City Police Department.
Loras was a good man.
I offer my sincerest condolences.

Roger Kopf - May 19 at 06:15 PM

