Shirley Haith
September 8, 1929 - December 29, 2020

Shirley Jean Haith, one of five daughters of Howard and Ruth (Barker) Weyand, was born
September 8, 1929 in Lincoln, Nebraska. Shirley grew up in Lincoln, was baptized and
confirmed at Elm Park Methodist Church, and graduated from Lincoln High in 1947.
On April 24, 1949, Shirley was united in marriage to Walter Haith at Elm Park Methodist
Church in Lincoln by Rev. Bader. The couple would be blessed with 5 children: Barb, Judy,
Walt, Jim, and Nancy. They first made their home in Auburn, and then moved to Brock in
1961. In October of 1989, they then made their home in Johnson.
Shirley worked as a nurse’s aide at both St. Mary’s Hospital in Nebraska City and Nemaha
County Hospital in Auburn. She also used to write articles for the Auburn, Brock, and
Johnson newspapers. Shirley’s main occupation though, was raising her children and then
being the caregiver of her husband Walter for 30 years.
Shirley was a lifelong member of the Methodist Church. She belonged to the TOPS club
for nearly 50 years and was proud of her success. She also was a member of the Red
Hatters. Shirley loved watching sports, especially when she had kids or grandkids
participating. She was the best grandma babysitter, helping to take care of her
grandchildren that were close. Shirley also enjoyed crocheting and made afghans for her
family. Shirley’s family and friends meant the world to her.
On December 29, 2020, Shirley passed away at the Good Samaritan Society in Auburn,
having reached the age of 91 years, 3 months, and 21 days. She was preceded in death
by her parents, parents-in-law Walt and Opal Haith, husband Walt, sisters Pat Rippe,
Janice Hachulich, Betty Ruth Bowen, son-in-law Darrell Holland, and great-granddaughter
Esther Stoves.
Those left to remember her caring ways include her children and their spouses Barb and
Duane Caspers of Tecumseh, Judy and Dan Brown of Pawnee City, Walt and Suzette
Haith of Las Vegas, NV, Jim and Jeanne Haith of Johnson, Nancy and Larry Henry of
Lincoln; 10 granddaughters; 2 grandsons; 19 great-grandchildren +1 on the way; sister
Norma Long of Lincoln; sister-in-law Sondra Runge of Lincoln; other relatives and friends.
NOTE: CHANGE OF SERVICE LOCATION PLUS NO FAMILY GREETING FRIENDS
A funeral service will be Tuesday, January 5, 2:00 p.m. at Lafayette Cemetery at Brock.

Visitation will be Monday 9:00 a.m. to 8 p.m. Burial will be in Lafayette Cemetery at Brock.
Current social distancing and mask requirements will be in place, and the funeral will be
Livestreamed.
Memorials suggested to family choice.
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Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Hemmingsen Funeral Home - January 04 at 08:55 PM

“

As a high school National Honor Society student at Johnson-Brock, I was "assigned"
Shirley as a calling partner as part of our Neighbor to Neighbor program. In typical
high school fashion, I was annoyed at this task. I was busy with sports, and speech,
and my boyfriend. . . but soon after calling Shirley every morning for a while, I started
to not dread it, but look forward to it. We created an unlikely friendship between a
high schooler and a grandma. :)
She often talked about her kids and her grandkids--I still can't keep them straight--but
one thing was clear, Shirley was positive and encouraging every day. Whether it was
talking about the weather or her family, Shirley was going to have a good day. That
made a big impression on me as a young woman and helped me think about the
type of life I wanted to pursue. I probably haven't talked to Shirley in the last five
years, but I remember an Alumni Tournament--not that long ago, where I walked in
the entry-way of the Johnson-Brock Gym, and she was sitting at the ticket-taker
table. She quickly smiled, recognized me, and wanted an update on my life all these
years later.
My high school librarian told me about Shirley's passing, and it has been a gift to
think about her this week and to see some of our own young people at Sterling
(where I am now the librarian) calling elderly members of our community. These
young people don't realize that these little things make a big difference.

Evi Wusk - January 07 at 12:11 PM

“

Love you Grandma! From the Watts

Carrie Watts - January 05 at 06:57 PM

“

Our sympathy to all of Shirley’s family. So glad we got to know her thru our son-inlaw Justin. She always had a smile on her face.

Lloyd & Deb Pfister - January 01 at 11:25 PM

“

Our sympathy to Shirley's family. We always enjoyed visiting with her at Belle
Terrace. May God grant you comfort, strength and peace.

Eldon and Lois Ann Bartels - January 01 at 10:47 PM

“

Loving Grace was purchased for the family of Shirley Haith.

January 01 at 08:39 PM

“

Russ/Deb Koerner lit a candle in memory of Shirley Haith

Russ/Deb Koerner - December 31, 2020 at 01:26 PM

“

Beautiful Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of Shirley Haith.

December 31, 2020 at 08:19 AM

“

Dee Bunting lit a candle in memory of Shirley Haith

Dee Bunting - December 30, 2020 at 06:17 PM

