Wendy Engles
March 20, 1950 - April 30, 2016

Wendy Jo (Pelisek) Engles, one of two daughters of Joseph J. and Alice (Thomson)
Pelisek, was born March 20, 1950, in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. She attended schools in
Monmouth, Illinois and Peru, Nebraska before graduating from Auburn High School in
1968. Wendy went on to attend the University of Nebraska in Lincoln and in three years
earned a degree with a double major in Elementary Education and Special Education,
graduating with distinction.
On August 6, 1971, Wendy was united in marriage to Robert Engles at the Newman
Center on the University of Nebraska Campus in Lincoln. They lived in Lincoln for a time,
as well as Nebraska City and Falls City, but made their home in Auburn, Nebraska. They
were blessed with two daughters, Kara and Kristine.
As an educator, Wendy specialized in Remedial Reading and Remedial Math. She taught
in the Nebraska City and Dawson-Verdon public school systems before joining the staff at
Auburn Public Schools. Wendy and her good friend Dianne Peterson were the first two to
be certified in the State of Nebraska to diagnose and screen for dyslexia in students.
Wendy was a member of St. Joseph Catholic Church in Auburn, and taught many children
in the CCD program. She enjoyed volunteering her time at St. Francis Gift and Thrift after
it’s opening in Auburn. Wendy was an avid reader, and belonged to a book club and the
Auburn Memorial Library. She had a knack for decorating her home tastefully, and enlisted
her son-in-law’s help in landscaping her yard. Shopping trips with family and friends were
a source of joy to her as well.
Although her retirement years were spent dealing with health issues, Wendy made the
most of her time at home. She loved spending time with her family, and her grandchildren
were the light of her life.
On Saturday, April 30, 2016, Wendy passed away peacefully but unexpectedly at her
home in Auburn at the age of 66 years, 1 month, and 10 days. Her mother Alice and
parents-in-law Frank and Marge Engles preceded her in death.
Wendy is survived by her husband Bob of Auburn; daughters Kara Engles of Auburn,
Kristine and husband Clint Swanson of Auburn; grandchildren Olivia, Ella, Blake, and
Anna; father Joe Pelisek of Lincoln; sister Cathy and husband Bob Milstead of Charleston,
SC; sister-in-law Ann Engles of Chicago, IL; brothers- and sisters-in-law Bert and Ginny

Engles of Omaha, Pat and Jeanne Engles of Auburn; many other relatives and many
friends.
Memorials are suggested to St. Francis Gift and Thrift, Catholic Social Services, or Peru
State College Foundation.
Watch Wendy's Vigil with Rosary via Livestream at:
https://livestream.com/accounts/13846112/events/5322902
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Comments

“

Dear Bob and family, We are so sorry for your loss. Wendy always had a sweet smile
when she greeted people. I enjoyed many graduate classes and seminars with her.
Franklin enjoyed teaching your daughters. May God Bless your family and give you
strength. Franklin and Janice Smith

Janice Henrichs-Smith - May 07, 2016 at 02:58 PM

“

Bob and Family:
So very sorry to here this news. She and your family are some of our favorite
memories of Auburn. Bless you all !!
The Aldens
North Dallas Suburn of Carrollton.

Bill Alden - May 06, 2016 at 08:05 PM

“

Dear Bob, I am so sorry to hear of your loss. With my deepest sympathy and
prayers. Gaye Runyan

Gaye Runyan - May 05, 2016 at 08:41 AM

“

Dear Bob and girls. My heart goes out to you at this difficult time. I know God has
you all in his arms and will help you. Wendy was a wonderful woman and will be
missed by many.

Rita Hogue - May 05, 2016 at 05:24 AM

“

Dear Bob and family, You have our deepest sympathy for the loss of Wendy. Wendy
and your family will be in our prayers.
Sincerely, Daniel & Janet Bryan

Daniel E. Bryan Jr. - May 04, 2016 at 03:22 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Wendy Engles.

May 04, 2016 at 09:53 AM

“

Bob, Kara, Kristine and Clint and all the family,
We are so very sorry to hear of Wendy's passing. Our thoughts are with you and we
pray that your strong faith in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Friend, will lift you up to
give you strength, comfort, hope and peace--that peace which passes all human
understanding.
May God be with all of you and wrap His loving arms around you at this very, very
difficult time. Jack and Romelle Humphrey
God is our refuge and strength...Psalm 46:1

Jack and Romelle Humphrey - May 04, 2016 at 01:12 AM

“

Bob and Family; I am saddened to hear that Wendy has passed on, and I wanted
you all to know that she was my 4th Grade teacher at Northside School in Nebraska
City for the 1973-74 school year. She was, without question, one of the most kind
and caring teachers I had. I was in a wheelchair from the 3rd through the 7th grades,
but she made sure that I was included in everything and I have always remembered
her kindness. May you find peace and comfort during this difficult time.

Jim Rowe - May 04, 2016 at 12:30 AM

“

Dear Bob and family, We are thinking of you and your beloved Wendy. It must be
such a difficult time. I thought I would share a fond memory with you. Years ago
Wendy and I went riding together and a storm came up. We were frantically trying to
get back to the barn before it hit but were not quite successful. Running through the
rain on two beautiful horses, scared, but loving every minute of our adventure is
something I will never forget. I will keep that picture with me always. Many prayers
and love to your family from ours- Kathy, Bill, Sara, Molly, and Jeanne.

Kathy Bucy - May 03, 2016 at 04:16 PM

“

Bob and family, I am so sorry to hear of Wendy's passing. I send you my prayers and
thoughts as you go threw this most difficult time. God is walking with you, now do not
forget he is there. When you get past all of this difficult time, you look back and see
how he carried you and helped you make decisions. Have faith Bob, God is there.
Barbara Tanner
Brian Tanner
Aurora, Co.

Barbara Tanner - May 03, 2016 at 03:46 PM

“

Darrell W. purchased the Divine Peace Bouquet for the family of Wendy Engles.

Darrell W. - May 03, 2016 at 02:52 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with you all. May God surround your family with his
loving embrace.

Debbie Bean - May 03, 2016 at 01:47 PM

“

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Wendy Engles.

May 03, 2016 at 01:09 PM

“

Lavender Reflections Spray was purchased for the family of Wendy Engles.

May 03, 2016 at 10:23 AM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Wendy Engles.

May 03, 2016 at 10:11 AM

“

Bob and family,
I am deeply saddened by your loss and even though I did not know Wendy well, your
mother spoke of her with such love that I felt close to her. You have my heartfelt
condolences.
Your Cousin,
Joanna St. Angelo

Joanna St. Angelo - May 03, 2016 at 09:30 AM

“

Bob, are thoughts and prayers are with you and your family at this time of sorrow.
Our deepest sympathy is sent to everyone.

Roger and Jenice Bates - May 03, 2016 at 09:22 AM

“

Marty And Andrea Hayes lit a candle in memory of Wendy Engles

Marty and Andrea Hayes - May 03, 2016 at 08:30 AM

“
“

We are so saddened to hear this news. Our thoughts and prayers are with you all.
Marty and Andrea Hayes - May 03, 2016 at 08:31 AM

Bob, our thought are with you and your family during this time. Mike and Chris Whitlow
michael whitlow - May 05, 2016 at 01:10 AM

“

5 files added to the album New Album Name

Stacey Dickson - May 03, 2016 at 08:06 AM

“

Doug And Cindy Glenn lit a candle in memory of Wendy Engles

Doug and Cindy Glenn - May 03, 2016 at 07:32 AM

“

Our heartfelt sympathies to all of you. Wendy was a joy to be around at AHS! Jean Blecha
McGee and Lynn Blecha Steinkruger
jeanblechamcgee - May 03, 2016 at 08:12 PM

“

May you find comfort in the many, many wonderful memories you have of your wife,
mother, and friend. She loved you all so much. I'm so grateful for the opportunity to
be her friend. She made a difference!

Jerry & Suzanne Whisler - May 03, 2016 at 06:27 AM

“

Misty Jamison lit a candle in memory of Wendy Engles

Misty Jamison - May 03, 2016 at 05:34 AM

“

“

Thinking of you all in your time of grief. You are all in my thoughts and prayers.
Misty Jamison - May 03, 2016 at 05:36 AM

The whole DeVaughn family sends our thoughts and prayers to you Bob, Kara, and
Kristine.

Cori DeVaughn Hughes - May 02, 2016 at 11:36 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Wendy Engles.

May 02, 2016 at 10:41 PM

“

Bob, our hearts feel for you and the girls. We are so happy that our girls got to meet
everyone in better times.

Steve Huck - May 02, 2016 at 10:33 PM

“

Ken & Angie Caples lit a candle in memory of Wendy Engles

Ken & Angie Caples - May 02, 2016 at 10:02 PM

“

Holding you all in Prayer.

Joleen Hilgenfeld - May 02, 2016 at 09:36 PM

“

Bob, we are so sorry to hear of your loss. It has been many years but we remember
Wendy so well. Our thoughts and prayers are with you. Rick and Janie Andrews

Janie and Rick Andrews - May 02, 2016 at 08:54 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers go out to Bob and family.
Paul and Sherry Andersen

Sherry Andersen - May 02, 2016 at 08:39 PM

“

Our condolences to Bob & family.
Howard & Kim Griffiths & family

Kim Griffiths - May 02, 2016 at 08:06 PM

“

Prayers and well wishes to all the family and friends.

Lawanda Mae Franks - May 02, 2016 at 05:58 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Wendy Engles.

May 02, 2016 at 05:15 PM

“

Basket of Memories was purchased for the family of Wendy Engles.

May 02, 2016 at 05:03 PM

“

Basket Full of Wishes was purchased for the family of Wendy Engles.

May 02, 2016 at 03:51 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Wendy Engles.

May 02, 2016 at 03:38 PM

“

Whitney & family purchased the A Devoted Heart Casket Insert for the family of
Wendy Engles.

Whitney & family - May 02, 2016 at 11:12 AM

“

Basket of Memories was purchased for the family of Wendy Engles.

May 02, 2016 at 10:04 AM

“

Whitney lit a candle in memory of Wendy Engles

Whitney - May 02, 2016 at 09:58 AM

“

Bobbie Whisler-Meints lit a candle in memory of Wendy Engles

Bobbie Whisler-Meints - May 02, 2016 at 09:31 AM

“

Ryan & Jackie Lunzmann lit a candle in memory of Wendy Engles

Ryan & Jackie Lunzmann - May 02, 2016 at 09:17 AM

“

Darrell & Susan lit a candle in memory of Wendy Engles

Darrell & Susan - May 02, 2016 at 09:11 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Wendy Engles.

May 02, 2016 at 08:41 AM

“

Russ/Deb Koerner lit a candle in memory of Wendy Engles

Russ/Deb Koerner - May 02, 2016 at 04:59 AM

“

Bob, Kara, Kristine and family we are so very sorry and saddened to hear of your
loss. We have many fond memories of Wendy. Unfortunately we are away from
home and will be unable to attend the funeral mass on Wednesday. Please know you
and your family are in our thoughts and prayers.
Bob and Pat McDonald

Bob and Pat McDonald - May 01, 2016 at 10:16 PM

“

Bob and family, I was sorry to hear this sad news. My prayers and condolences go to
all of you. May our loving God get you through this difficult time. Jim Ely

Jim Ely - May 01, 2016 at 09:27 PM

“

My deepest sympathies to the entire Engles family.Wendy was a wonderful person in
every possible way.! I first met her when I was 17 and found out that with the
unification of Auburn and Peru schools she would be joining the cheerleading squad
as representative from Peru.We had great fun at practices and games.I always
admired her because not only was she very pretty, she was the smartest in our class,
and she grabbed one of the cutest boys named Bob Engles and they started going
steady!! She went on to have a wonderful life with Bob,,children,,grandchildren,many
many friends and a great teaching career.She left us much too soon, but while she
was here she left so many memories for all of us to treasure.
Love,
Nancy Austin

Nancy Austin - May 01, 2016 at 09:03 PM

“

Bob and family, I'm so sorry to hear about Wendy. Your hearts must have so much
pain. Please know you and your family are in our prayers. Rick and Nancy Noda

nancy noda - May 01, 2016 at 08:39 PM

“

Bob & Family,
My sympathy and prayers are with you and for Wendy.
She is with the Lord or soon will be in the "New Jerusalem." The Lord blessed her
with many graces as you know and one of them was a suffering servant! She will be
missed but will be with you and us in spirit and prayer. May God rest her in His peace
and His graces and peace with you and all.
Fr. Greg

Fr. Greg Pawloski - May 01, 2016 at 07:53 PM

“

My deepest sympathy goes out to Bob & the family in the loss of Wendy. I have fond
memories of being friends with Wendy in high school & spending lots of time driving
around town with her in her cool little Thunderbird. I am so sad that I was not able to
visit her in person once we found each other again a few years ago via Facebook. I
would have loved to have reconnected with her after so many years. I will be keeping
the family in my thoughts & prayers.

Georgette (Gomon) Kingkade - May 01, 2016 at 07:33 PM

“

Jackie Uhri lit a candle in memory of Wendy Engles

Jackie Uhri - May 01, 2016 at 05:42 PM

“

“

Deepest sympathy to Bob, Kara, and Kristine/family. Lovely lady to visit with.
Jackie Uhri - May 01, 2016 at 05:43 PM

So sorry to hear of Wendy's passing. My condolences to Bob, Kara, and
Kristine...God grant you peace in this time of need. The Sauvain's

Steve Sauvain - May 01, 2016 at 05:20 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy goes out to your family. Wendy and I had many memories
starting at Peru Prep, graduating from Auburn and then working together at Auburn
Public Schools. She will be missed. Vivian & Bob

Vivian Yelkin - May 01, 2016 at 05:19 PM

“

I knew Wendy in high school. She was a beautiful, smart and kind person. I'm so
sorry to hear of her passing. May God grant her family peace. Jane (Patterson)
Montgomery

Jane Montgomery - May 01, 2016 at 03:53 PM

